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AAUW Mission ~ To Advance Equity for Women and Girls through Advocacy, Education, Philanthropy and Research  

 

Presidents Ponderings    
Karen, Branch President 

It has been a great journey for me these last 4 

years that I have served as AAUW St. Augustine 

Branch President.  I thank you all for your support, 

ideas and willingness to make our branch an 

advocate for change for women and girls. 

I thank each member of the boards that served 

with me. Our branch has many strong leaders, each 

with unique skills.  I feel privileged to have led 

these women to increased branch membership, to 

raise unparalleled funds for Tech Trek, scholarships 

and Legacy Fund.  Our programs have had excellent 

reviews and meeting attendance has increased.  

We have expanded our public policy efforts to have 

increased participation in the Two-Minute Activist.  

I took Title IX information to Title IX Coordinators 

at local schools and universities.  We have explored 

human trafficking and are advocating with St. Johns 

County Commissioners to pass an ordinance to 

hang human trafficking information posters in 

certain locations as required by Florida statute. 

The advocacy will continue under the very capable 

leadership of Debbie Brinsfield and Anne Laure 

Wagner.  I pass the torch to you. 

 

Branch Officers Elected for 2017-2018 
At the April Branch meeting, the following were 

officers were elected.  They will be installed in 

these offices at the May 11 meeting. 

Co-President   Deborah Brinsfield 

Co-President   Anne Laure Wagner 

Secretary   Teresa Hobson 

Co-Director for Program Paula Gradwell 

Co-Director for Program Cathy McGinn 

These officers will bring energy and great ideas to 

make AAUW St. Augustine Branch a force in our 

community.  They will continue to lead us in the 

fight for women and girls. 

Members are needed as chairs appointed by the 

board.  Please consider where you could help the 

board. 

Deeper in Debt:  Women and Student 

Loans – new AAUW research  

AAUW will be releasing the new research about 

student loans on May 24.  “Women’s success in 

postsecondary education is shrinking the gender pay gap and 

opening up opportunities, but at what price? Women not only 

take on more student debt than men do, but women also pay 

back their loans more slowly because of the gender pay gap.” 
(AAUW website 04/30/17) 

We are talking about the cost of student debt, but 

women are carrying more debt and are paying it 

back at a slower rate.  Stay tuned to AAUW for the 

release of this research. 



 
 

Branch Table at March for Science 
Maureen  

AAUW was part of the April 22nd Earth Day/March 
for Science in St. Augustine.  Several branch 
members marched through the Lincolnville area 
with about five-hundred other marchers to support 
science literacy in schools and in public 
policy.  After the march, a booth was set up to 
promote AAUW STEM projects. Two Tech Trek 
applicants helped at the AAUW booth engaging 
children in a triangle game and also telling people 
all about Tech Trek.  Seventy dollars was raised for 
Tech Trek and four women signed up as possible 
participants in a STEM career night.  At least fifteen 
women took home our membership brochure. 

 

AAUW table at March for Science.   

Lincolnville Museum Volunteers 
The Lincolnville Museum and Cultural Center is 

chronicling and archiving the St. Augustine African 

American experience. This history is part of all of 

us.  They would like volunteers for many different 

jobs, such as, cataloging, organizing, greeting and 

touring the public, working in the gift shop, 

researching and grant writing.  If you would like to 

volunteer, please submit a request at 

http://www.lincolnvillemuseum.org/about-2/ 

The museum is located at 102 Martin Luther King 

Drive and is open Wednesday through Friday from 

12:30 to 4:30.   

This is a valuable contribution to our community.  

Please consider volunteering. 

 

AAUW table with Tech Trek 2017 camper and future scientisits. 

AAUW Florida Leadership Conference 
Debbie  

Your Branch President and I attended this 

Conference, (Theme: Branches Leading the Way) 

on April 2nd and 3rd at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 

Sarasota, Florida.  Eighty-four Florida AAUW 

members attended, representing 24 branches. 

Following registration, a Meet and Greet was held 

for an hour before dinner. The opening session was 

from 7-9PM with Keynote Speaker Sonja W. Garcia, 

a retired University of Florida Library Administrator 

and educational advocate.  Her address was 

followed by a talk given by Joanna Amberger who 

serves on the AAUW National Board of Directors 

and is President of her Branch in Hawaii.  She 

presented several national initiatives (increasing 

http://www.lincolnvillemuseum.org/about-2/


 
 

membership and keeping branch members 

engaged in their branches) and took questions 

from the floor.  The following day, Monday, Shirley 

Reid, AAUW Florida State President, called the 

conference to order at 9AM.  Highlights of the 

Annual Meeting included a presentation by Laura 

Adolfie, Director for Communications, AAUW-FL on 

the Florida State Strategic Plan (increasing and 

sustaining branch membership, engaging and 

supporting branches in strengthening efforts in 

Public Policy, and promoting STEM participation in 

branches. Carol Newnam, Bylaws/Policy Chair, 

AAUW-FL explained the AAUW-FL Bylaw 

Amendments, of which there are two: The first is to 

bring our bylaws into compliance with Florida 

statutes when the board votes in writing between 

meetings. The second adds to the same section a 

provision to allow for voting between board 

meetings by conference call or other remote 

communication methods.  Members will vote on 

these amendments through email in May.  Kathy 

VanderVliet was elected Director for Finance, 

Patricia DeWitt was reelected Director for Public 

Policy and Jacqueline D’Alessio was reelected 

Director for Program.  The position of President 

Elect, who will take office as President in one year, 

had two candidates:  Patricia Ross from Daytona 

Beach Branch and Diane Schrier from Ocala Branch.  

Members will be voting on President Elect when 

we vote on Bylaws amendments.  Karen and I 

attended the Workshops on STEM (Karen) and 

Leadership (Debbie) and came away with ideas that 

will significantly benefit our branch.    

 

 
 AAUW-FL  

 

Joanne Amberger and Susan Barley, candidates for AAUW National Board of 

Directors with Shirley Reid, AAUW-FL president. 

AAUW National Voting ** Must Read 
AAUW operates with One Member, One Vote.  This year 

we are voting on Bylaws changes, Public Policy changes 

and voting for Board of Directors Chair, Vice Chair and 

for 10 Board of Directors. 

**Changes Will Impact all of AAUW 

**How to Vote 
Gather your AAUW Member number (found in the 

branch Directory or by asking a director for 

membership.  Or Look at the Back of your Outlook, 

Spring 2017 magazine. Gather your VOTER PIN from the 

back of the Outlook magazine, both numbers are next 

to your address. 

Check out the information on the Public Policy and 

Bylaws changes in addition to the candidates for office.  



 
 

You can also see information about the items including 

info on the candidates on the aauw.org website. 

Go to http://www.aauw.org/resource/national-

election/ to vote. 

Voting through the internet ceases on June 15. 

**We are voting on major changes to the 

Bylaws—Make your Opinion Known 

Changes to Bylaws 
The first amendment to vote on is whether to create a 

new category of membership, called Advocate, who will 

not have the degree requirement, but will not be able 

to vote or hold AAUW offices. 

The second amendment is contradictory to the first 

amendment and will take away the degree requirement 

and all members, degree or no degree, will be able to 

vote and hold office.  One of these amendments will 

pass or both will fail.  If they both fail, then the 

membership degree requirement will remain as it is 

now. 

The other 6 amendments are important for your 

consideration, but are not as significant as the first two 

amendments. 

Changes to Public Policy 
Some of these changes are slight changes in language 

but 2 additions stand out.  Members have proposed 

that gun violence as a public health crisis be added.  

Another addition under consideration is the language to 

add quality and affordable dependent care. 

Voting for Board Chair, Vice Chair and 10 Board 

Directors 
You may review bios in the Outlook magazine or as you 

click on the link to go to voting at aauw.org, you can 

enter an area to see the candidates. 

Please read the ballot and VOTE in the National 

Election! 
If you no longer have tour Outlook magazine, I suggest 

that you email connect@aauw.org to ask for your Voter 

PIN. 

 
 

  Find YOUR Voter PIN here 

Human Trafficking Proclamation 
The Director for Public Policy and Branch President 

have been talking with St. Johns County 

Commissioners urging the Commission to enact an 

ordinance that will complement the 2015 Florida 

State Law that requires certain businesses to post 

posters giving the Human Trafficking Hotline 

number and information about human trafficking. 

We understand that the Commission will consider a 

proclamation about human trafficking on Tuesday, 

June 6 at 8:30 AM.  We would like as many 

members as possible to attend this commission 

meeting.  In order to be in the building and seated 

by the opening of the commission meeting, please 

arrive by 8:00 AM. 

mailto:connect@aauw.org


 
 

#Stand Up to Sexism 
AAUW is asking women and men to Stand Up to Sexism, 

learn about microaggressions and microinsults and 

what you can do to stand up to these situations.  It’s a 

social media campaign, a dialog, and a learning 

experience with panel discussions.  Yes, let’s get 

together to fight these small slights that show bias. 

There have been 2 panel discussions that you can view 

in video form on the aauw.org site: 

(Not) All in Your Head:  How Women Internalize Sexism 

The F-Word:  How to be a Feminist in the Workplace 

The next panel discussion, third of four, will be in 

September.  You can register for The Feminist To-Do 

List:  How to Maximize Your Activism. 

To view the videos and to register for September, go to 

http://www.aauw.org/event/2017/03/tune-in-for-our-

panel-on-how-to-standuptosexism/    

AAUW’s video #Stand Up to Sexism explains how these 

microagressions keep women from fulfilling their full 

potential by doubting themselves thus few women 

move into leadership positions.  Check out this short 

video that explains this impact on women and is the 

centerpiece of AAUW’s #Stand Up to Sexism campaign. 

http://www.aauw.org/resource/video-help-aauw-

standuptosexism/  

Dr. Dorothy Israel’s Reflects 
Dr. Dorothy 

Israel, member 

and our April 

speaker, 

expressed her 

concern that 

there was not a 

publication 

which informed 

visitors to our 

city about the 

significant 

history and 

contributions of African Americans throughout the 

entire history of St. Augustine from 1650 to the 

present day.  She gave members who were present 

her publication titled Reflections on St. Augustine, 

Fl, the African American Experience.  She discusses 

the early history which includes Fort Mose and the 

Civil Rights protests.  While currently in draft form, 

Deeh’s pamphlet brings much needed historical 

information and celebration of achievements. 

Deeh reflected on her life’s journey.  She 

experienced racism in the north and the south and 

commented about the difference.  She told us 

about the loves in her life and her mother’s 

approval or disapproval of her boyfriends.  She 

knew many prominent African Americans and has 

stood for many causes of equality.  I took away 

from her story that we all need to be active in the 

cause of equality for all races, for all genders, and 

each one of us needs to leave her comfort zone 

and put her foot down to keep equality.   

Pauli Murray 
Want to read about an amazing woman whose 

extraordinary accomplishments have not been 

remembered?  Pauli Murray, born Anne Pauline 

Murray, was a lawyer, civil rights activist, woman’s 

rights activist, co-founder of NOW, professor and 

Episcopal priest and later sainted by the Episcopal 

Church.   

One member mentioned to me that members 

should be interested in an article about Pauli 

Murray in the April 17, 2017 New Yorker.  If you 

want to read the article, please follow this link:  

http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/04/1

7/the-many-lives-of-pauli-murray  

Dr. Patricia Bell-Scott has written an award-winning 

biography of the friendship of Pauli Murray and 

Eleanor Roosevelt, The Firebrand and the First 

Lady. I hope you want to know more.  On the 

AAUW.org website there is a video (about 1 hour in 

length) of an interview with Dr. Patricia Bell-Scott 

about these two women.  Check out the untold 

story of a black woman and a famous well-loved 

http://www.aauw.org/event/2017/03/tune-in-for-our-panel-on-how-to-standuptosexism/
http://www.aauw.org/event/2017/03/tune-in-for-our-panel-on-how-to-standuptosexism/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/video-help-aauw-standuptosexism/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/video-help-aauw-standuptosexism/


 
 

first lady at 

http://www.aauw.org/2016/12/14/telling-black-

womens-untold-stories/ 

Shoe’s on the Another’s Foot:  Save Gently 

Used Footwear for New Fundraiser 
Debbie Brinsfield 

Are you ready to participate in a fundraiser that 

will cost you absolutely nothing?  Thought that 

would get your attention.  The St. Augustine 

Branch will be collecting gently used or new shoes 

that will be shipped to micro-entrepreneurs (small 

business owners who often run the business with 

family members) in third world countries to be 

repurposed (cleaned and repaired and sold).  Any 

type of shoe will be accepted—sneakers (with or 

without shoelaces), shoes with cleats, dress shoes, 

casual shoes, men’s shoes, women’s shoes and 

children’s shoes.  Shoes that would have been 

discarded are cleaned and repaired and given a 

new lease on life in developing nations as inventory 

for micro-entrepreneurs. Millions of shoes end up 

in landfills in this country EVERY year.  Most of 

those shoes can be given a new life. 

  

Micro-entrepreneurs are small business owners. 

Micro-enterprises are small businesses that are 

started with very low investment capital. Typically 

in developing nations, these micro-enterprises are 

run by one person or a few family members.  

  

We want all of your gently worn or new shoes and 

sneakers. The only restriction is that single shoes 

cannot be accepted. There are no other 

restrictions.  We will work with Orlando-based 

Funds2org. 

 Our fundraiser will run through October so you 

have plenty of time to look through your own 

shoes and contact friends, neighbors, your 

hairdresser—anyone you can think of—as there are 

plenty of gently used shoes waiting to start a new 

life!  You may bring your shoes to any AAUW 

meeting or contact Debbie at 940-7379 or 

cdbrins@yahoo.com and I will come pick up your 

shoes. 

8 Go to Tech Trek from Branch  
Maureen was informed that we have 8 of our 25 

applicants approved to attend Tech Trek.  Not all 8 have 

returned their acceptances since the names have just 

been announced.  A great year for our branch!  Thank 

you STEM committee for all your hard work. 

Carol Napper 
Debbie  

In her 50+ years as an 

AAUW member, Carol 

served in just about 

every position 

available.  Among 

others, she was 

Membership Chair 

and President for the 

St. Augustine Branch 

and served one term 

as President of the 

AAUW Florida State 

Board as well as editing FloriVision.  Carol attended 

the State Conventions on a regular basis and also 

attended several National Conventions over the 

years.  Her death in April of this year was 

unexpected.  She will be very much missed by all 

those who knew her.  In honor of her dedication to 

AAUW, the St. Augustine branch is accepting 

donations in any amount to be deposited in the 

branch Legacy Fund which is an investment fund to 

provide scholarships.  Donations may be sent to 

AAUW Director for Finance, 220 Queen Road, St. 

Augustine, FL  32086.  Please write “Memorial for 

Carol Napper” in the memo line. 

http://www.aauw.org/2016/12/14/telling-black-womens-untold-stories/
http://www.aauw.org/2016/12/14/telling-black-womens-untold-stories/
mailto:cdbrins@yahoo.com


 
 

Women in STEM Night for Girls 
Maureen  

Five AAUW board and STEM committee members 

met recently with St. Johns County Public Schools’ 

representative to discuss holding an STEM career 

event for girls in October. It is planned that middle 

school girls would be able to meet and chat with 

women currently working in a STEM career. We will 

be looking for STEM women eager to pass on their 

wisdom and advice.  Anyone you like to suggest we 

contact?  

Upcoming Branch Meetings  

Scholarships Awarded, Students Present 

Mosquito Research - May 11 

Three students will present their mosquito 
research project at the May AAUW St. Augustine 
Branch meeting on May 11 at the Center for 
Spiritual Living, 1795 Old Moultrie Road, St. 
Augustine.  The students received a Community 
Pride Grant for their project.  With no extended 
freezing weather in our area this year and the rise 
of the mosquito population, their information 
about mosquitos carrying Zika virus and other 
diseases is significant.   

The Diane Boyce and the Jean Luoma Scholarships 
will be awarded.  Officers for 2017-18 will be 
installed.  There will be a drawing for free national 
membership dues for those members who have 
paid their dues before May 11.  (See another article 
for more info.) 

Conversation and appetizers will begin at 5:00 with 

the meeting beginning at 6:00. There is no cost for 

this meeting.  Please make reservations with the 

number of attendees. 

Lincolnville Walking Tour 
Fourteen branch members strolled through St. 

Augustine on the Civil Rights tour led by Ms. B of 

Tour St. Augustine.  We crossed at the Andrew 

Young Crossing where Andrew Young was beaten 

to the pavement by the manhole cover in the 

middle of King Street and protected by a youth.  

We stopped in the Wells Fargo Bank to see the 

Woolworth Counter that was the site of many sit-

ins.  We stopped at the Civil Rights memorial in the 

Plaza and then on to the Hilton Hotel which sits on 

the site of the old Monsoon Motel.  I hope we are 

all aware of the terrible thing that happened at the 

swim-in in the Monsoon pool.  According to Ms. B., 

this event rocketed around the world and spurred 

President Lyndon Johnson to press for the Civil 

Rights bill to pass into law.  

Several people mentioned that the tour was 

something that they wanted to do but were 

unavailable.  Perhaps a tour could be organized for 

the fall.  



 
 

Do You Have a Book, a Memoir or 

Poems Lurking Inside of You? 
Gerry 

If you have often thought about writing but need 

to get motivated, we might have answer for you. 

We are planning to begin meeting again in 

September for the purpose of critiquing and 

motivating each other during our Writebrainers 

gatherings.  We would love to have a few more 

members join us.  Any questions call Gerry (904) 

808-0628 after June 5 to find out more details. 

“I know that I have found fulfillment. I have an 

object in life, a task - let me be frank and say - a 

passion. The trade of authorship is a violent, and 

indestructible obsession.” The Letters of George 

Sand (March 4, 1831)  

Calendar of Events 
Branch Events ~ Need addresses or phone numbers? Email 

the website contact us. 

May 11 Branch Meeting:  Scholarships Awarded, 
Installation of Officers, 3 Student Scientist Speakers:    
Center for Spiritual Living, starting with conversation 
and appetizers at 5:00, program starting at 6:00.  
Members who have paid their 2017-2018 dues will be 
entered into a drawing for a free membership.  Contact 
Peggy if you are able to attend. 

May 13 Page Turners Book Club, contact Cathy B.  The 

Magician’s Assistant by Ann Patchett. 

May 22 AAUW St. Augustine Branch Board Meeting, 

Glenmoor Retirement Living private dining room, 12:00 

lunch, 12:30 meeting.   Attend and become involved in 

leadership.  Please inform Debbie if you want to attend. 

May 24 Literature Study Book Club, Le Pavilion 

Restaurant, 11:30.  The Lake House by Kate Morton. 

Contact Judy. 

May 25 Great Decisions, Thursday, 3:00, A L Wagner’s 

home.  Chapter 4:  Saudi Arabia in Transition.  Contact 

Anne prior to meeting. 

May 25 Lunch Bunch, Thursday, 1:00, Blue Hen 

Restaurant, 117 Martin Luther King Drive, St. Augustine 

Contact Debbie  

June 6 Human Trafficking Proclamation at the St. Johns 

County Board of Commission Meeting, 500 San 

Sebastian View, 8:30 (arrive by 8)  This proclamation is 

the result of efforts by the Branch’s Director for Public 

Policy 

June 15 END of Online Voting for AAUW National 

Board, Public Policy amendments, and Bylaws 

amendments 

June 22 Great Decisions, Thursday, 3:00, A L Wagner’s 

home.  Chapter 5: US Foreign Policy and Petroleum.  

Contact Anne prior to meeting. 

June 14-17 AAUW National Convention, Washington, 

DC, “Leadership for Women by Women”.  aauw.org 

 

2017-2018 Membership Dues by July 1 

Our Membership team sent out email invoices 

through national AAUW to your email address on 

record.  This will give you the option of paying by 

credit card or sending a check to the Branch 

Director for Finance.  Another method to dues 

renewal always available is to use your member 

number to enter the Member Services Database 

(MSD) at aauw.org (at bottom of the page) and 

renew your dues by check or credit card. 

We will be sending another email to those who 

have not yet renewed their dues.  This second 

invoice is an opportunity to use the link to use a 

credit card.   

Membership dues will remain the same for the 

coming year.  National is $49, AAUW Florida is $12 

and the branch dues are $14 for a total of $75.  You 

may have heard that National AAUW is considering 

raising the national dues, but this won’t take effect 

for another year, if it passes a national board vote. 

Membership dues are paid by July 1, with a grace 

period into the fall. 



 
 

Free National Memberships for 17-18 

RENEW before May 11   

The St. Augustine Branch will have 5 free National 

Memberships of $49 to give away.  As in the past, if 

you have paid your dues for 2017-2018 by the May 

11 meeting, your name will be entered into a 

drawing to receive a free $49 membership.  You 

may send your dues of $75 to Branch Director for 

Finance (see form in this newsletter) or pay online 

at aauw.org in the Member Services Database 

(MSD).  If you pay online, please allow a week for 

the dues to be posted to the website.  If you send a 

check to national, please allow a month for your 

name to be posted. 

  

This is the last Town Crier edition until 
fall 2017. 



 
 

 

Scholarship Awards Meeting 

Installation of Officers 

Mosquitos Research  

 

A mosquito 4-H project brought these young scientists to Sampson 
Cemetery where they used samples from flower holders to collect larvae 
and mosquitos.  They will present their research and inform us about 
mosquitos that can carry Zika and other diseases. 

Thursday, May 11  

5:00 ~ Conversation and Appetizers 

6:00 ~ Awards and Speakers 

Center for Spiritual Living 
1795 Old Moultrie Road, St. Augustine (north of corner of SR 312 and Old Moultrie) 

Free Event 

Appetizers provided by Board Members 

 

Deadline for Reservations by May 8.  Please call or email Peggy  

 

pkinchen02@gmail.com 

For reservations and information, please call Peggy at 505 980-7865 

  



 
 

  
 

Membership Renewal Form 
Dues for 2017 – 2018  

  

If your name, address, phone number(s) were not included in the previous branch directory 

or have changed since it was last printed, please provide that information in the space below:  
  

Name:  (Last, first) _______________________________________________________  
  

Same info as in the Branch Directory?  No need to provide info.   

 Please check here.  
  

Address: _______________________________________________________________  
  

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________  
  

Phone (Home) _______________ (Cell) _________________ (Work) _______________  
  

Email_____________________________________________________  
  

  

MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO:       MAIL WITH THIS FORM TO:  

AAUW St. Augustine Branch        Linda Andiric, Treasurer  

                  220 Queens Road  

                  St. Augustine, FL  32086  

  

Renewal for Membership - $75 total  

(National $49, State $12, Branch $14)  
  

DUES MUST BE RECEIVED BY JUNE 30  

TO ENSURE INCLUSION IN THE 2017-2018 BRANCH DIRECTORY  

 

Credit card payment is accepted on the aauw.org website under Member Services Database 

(MSD) after logging into the site with your member number and password. 

  

$46 of your 2017-2018 dues in income tax deductible.  The other $3 of your national AAUW 

dues will support the public policy (lobbying) division of AAUW which has a 502(c) (4) IRS 

status and is NOT income tax deductible. The AAUW year begins on July 1. 

 

Please note that all dues amounts remain the same as last year. 


